
FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES: BIG AND SMALL



| Funding Opportunities

Federally Funded Programs:

 Extra point given to towns 
with a Complete Streets 
policy

 Extra point given to School 
District with supportive 
Walk/Bike to School or 
School Wellness Policies

Recreational
Trails (NJDEP)

Safe Routes to 
School

Local Lead
Program

Local Safety/
High Risk

Rural Roads

Transportation
Enhancements

(TE)

Transportation

Alternatives
(TA Set-aside)

$



Grant Application Deadline

Grant Applications for both 
Safe Routes to School and 

TA Set-Aside Program are due 

August 23, 2018
11:59PM



NJ Department of Transportation 
and 4 regional Local Aid offices

New Jersey’s Grant Funds

Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs):

• 50% of NJ’s TA Set-Aside funds are 
sub-allocated based on population –
through NJ’s MPOs



NJ Federal Funding

Program # of 
Applications

Requested 
Amount

# of Grants Programmed 
Amount

Safe Routes to 
School

99 $34.6 M 17 $5.59 M

Transportation
Alternatives

133 $100.9 M 37 $26.1 M

• Safe Routes to School - $5.59 million programmed in FY 2018
• Transportation Alternatives - $14.1 million programmed in FY 2018

2016 Federal Funding

2018 Federal Funding



Who is eligible to apply?

• Local Governments* 
• School districts or schools*
• Non profits are eligible under FAST Act
• Regional Transportation Authorities 
• Transit Agencies
• Natural resource or public land agencies 
• Tribal Governments
• Any other local or regional governmental 

entity with responsibility for oversight of 
transportation (other than an MPO or State 
Agency)

* Safe Routes to School only



Safe Routes to School (SRTS)

What projects are eligible?

• Projects to encourage and enable 
children in grades K-8 to walk and 
bicycle to school 

• Must be within 2 miles of a K-8 school
• Infrastructure projects only
• Construction only
• Design assistance is available for 

eligible communities



Extra points for: 

 Urban Aid and Schools Development 
Authority Communities

 Complete Streets Policy

 School Wellness Policy that includes 
supportive walking and bicycling to 
school language

 Demonstrating commitment – Bronze, 
Silver, Gold NJ SRTS Recognition 
Program

 Project is included in a School Travel Plan

Safe Routes to School



What is a School Travel Plan?

 “Maps out” how to improve pedestrian 
and bicycle travel to and from school.

 Identifies: where students currently 
walk, where students walk if they could 
and what changes need to be made so 
that students can and will walk and bike 
to school.

 Proposes both short term solutions for 
immediate action and long term that 
require further planning.

 School Travel Plans must be current --
within 5 years

School Travel Plans



Transportation Alternatives (TA) Set-Aside

What is TA Set-Aside?

• Community-based projects

• Transportation projects (land & water)

 Expands travel choice

 Strengthens local economy

 Improves quality of life

 Protects the environment



7 Eligible Categories :

1. Design and construction of on-road 
and off-road trails facilities for 
pedestrians, bicyclists and other non-
motorized transportation users 
(include length of the proposed 
facility in miles)

2. Conversion and use of abandoned RR 
corridors for trails for pedestrians, 
bicyclists and other non-motorized 
transportation users

3. Construction of scenic turnouts, 
overlooks and viewing areas

4. Historic preservation and 
rehabilitation of historic 
transportation facilities

Transportation Alternatives (TA) Set-Aside



7 Eligible Categories (continued):

Transportation Alternatives (TA) Set-Aside

5. Community improvement activities 
specifically streetscaping and 
corridor landscaping

6. Environmental mitigation to address 
stormwater management, control, 
water pollution prevention or 
abatement due to highway runoff  

7. Reduce vehicle-caused wildlife 
mortality or to restore and maintain 
connectivity among terrestrial or 
aquatic habitats.



Selection Criteria:

• Economic and/or tourism benefits

• Promotes the use of non-motorized 

(active) transportation

• Benefits quality of life, the community 

or the environment

Transportation Alternatives (TA) Set-Aside



Selection Criteria (continued):

• Part of a larger transportation, 

land use or economic 

development plan.

• Enhances, preserves or protects 

historical resources.

• Urgency.  Is it possible the 

resource could be lost?

Transportation Alternatives (TA) Set-Aside



Extra points & consideration for:

• Designated Centers

• Transit Villages

• Complete Streets policies

• Construction-ready

Transportation Alternatives (TA) Set-Aside



Recreational Trails

Developing and maintaining trails and trail 
facilities for non-motorized, multi-use and 
motorized purposes.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE: Government Agencies and 
Nonprofit Organizations.

Maximum grant award is $24,000 for non-
motorized projects. 

Funding: 80% federal share and 20% matching 
share basis.

Applications managed through NJDEP. 
Applications available at www.trails.nj.gov
in March, with a mid-May deadline.



| Funding Opportunities

State Funded Programs:

 Extra point given to towns 
with a Complete Streets 
policy Local Aid 

Infrastructure 
Fund

Safe Streets to 
Transit

Centers of 
Place

Transit Village
County and 

Municipal Aid

Bikeways

$



Bike/Pedestrian Planning Assistance

 Plans in 100+ towns

 On-call consultants for variety of projects:

bicycle and pedestrian circulation studies, 
pedestrian safety assessments, trail feasibility 
studies, bikeway plans, crosswalk 
improvement plans, etc.

Local Technical Assistance Programs



| Funding Opportunities

NJ Health & Environment Funded Programs: NJ Healthy 
Communities

NJ Health 
Initiatives 

(RWFJ)

Horizon 
Foundation

$
Sustainable 

Jersey
NJ AHPERD

Sustainable 
Jersey for
Schools



Who should be involved?

What are the priority issues?

How can you show the problem(s)?

|

|

| Grant Writing Tips

|





 Partnerships/Agreements

 Comprehensive Approach

NJDOT wants to see:



Grant Application Strategies

• Don’t assume raters know the project. 
Application must stand on its own.

• Indicate construction readiness. Include 
status of permits, right-of-way, and 
utility relocations.

• Include plenty of photos identifying issues 
and add scale to them.

• Include all costs of the project, including 
construction inspection and indicate any 
additional funding sources.  

• Ensure costs are current and 
comprehensive.

• Don’t forget bike parking.

Make sure pictures adequately show the issues



• Estimating Improvement Costs
• Engineering and Design Solutions
• Models: School Wellness Policies, 

Support Letters, Resolutions 
• Urban Aid and SDA lists
• Student Travel Tally info
• Google Map tutorial
• School Travel Plans
• NJ Safe Routes to School 

Recognition Program/
Sustainable Jersey

Funding Resources

saferoutesnj.org

New Jersey Safe Routes Resource Center



Saferoutesnj.org Resources:

1. Videos: Walkability and Bikeability
Audits, Walk and Bike events from 
towns across NJ

2. Coming soon: Model Complete and 
Green Streets Policy

3. Complete Streets Pre-Adoption 
Policy Review

4. Model Policies – School District Policy, 
Wellness Policy, Complete Streets



Saferoutesnj.org Resources 
(continued):

5. School Travel Plans
6. Funding/Grant Resources
7. Research Reports
8. Transportation Management 

Associations (TMAs) 
throughout NJ

9. Sustainable Jersey Help Desk



We can help you get there:

• Walk/bike audits

• Crossing guard and other training

• Community travel plans

• Grant funding big and small

• Policies (health, vision zero)

• Sustainable Jersey consultation

• and more…..



| Alan M. Voorhees Transportation Center

njbikeped.org

NJTIP @ Rutgers



| NJ Safe Routes Resource Center

Leigh Ann Von Hagen, AICP/PP

lavh@ejb.rutgers.edu

848-932-2854

New Jersey Help Desk:

848-932-7901

srts@ejb.rutgers.edu

www.saferoutesnj.org

mailto:lavh@ejb.rutgers.edu
mailto:srts@ejb.rutgers.edu

