


Bloomfield Morris Canal Greenway Goals
Preserve the right-of-way of the historic canal

Bloomfield’s project should compliment the statewide
project

Connect BMCG to 7 existing municipal/county parks, BOE’s
fields, and nearby greenways (Lenape, Ice & Rail)

Connect BMCG to local environmental assets such as Clarks
Pond Environmental Center

Connect BMCG to local historical sites: Town Green, Historic
District, Oakeside Mansion/Cultural Center

BMCG to promote healthy living, recreational activity and
township events

Promote usage by residents, promote visitation from “local”
tourists
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Morris Canal Features in Bloomfield
Wrights Field (Tow Path)
Collins House and Grounds

Abandoned Section of Canal near GSP
Exit 151

All owned by Bloomfield Twp.



Wrights Field (Morris Canal Tow Path) & Berkley Ave Bridge

* New bridge has elements of old bridge
* Interpretive signage incorporated into project

* Old bridge railings saved and to be repurposed in seating
areas on tow path




The Collins House 1980s/1990s




The Collins House 2014




The Collins House — Stabilization #1 2015




The Collins House — Stabilization #1 2015




The Collins House — Adaptive Reuse
2014 Conceptual Drawing

 Community Meeting Space, 15t Floor
e Canal Exhibits

* Exposed areas of House’s Inner Architectural
Elements

» Caretaker’s Apartment, 2" Floor

* Landscaped Grounds and Gardens as
Municipal Park for Passive Recreation
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Canal Park at Oak Tree Lane

Greenway Trail Head

Oak Tree Lane
Mon'is cana' » Greenway Trail Head
Greenway Trail e




now known as Canal Park at Oak Tree Lane

I

Section of abandoned Morris Canal 2013




3 Eagle Scout Projects based at Canal Park at Oak Tree Lane

Please Support

l
\%/,\%;ﬁ Connor Heaney’s

Eagle Project

When: March 25 & 26, 2017
9am-3pm

Where: On the corner of Bessida Street and American Way,
Bloomfield.

What: Clearing a stretch of overgrowth/undergrowth to
become a part of the new Morris Canal Greenway

Please wear work clothes and bring work gloves if you
have them. Lunch & water will be provided.

Please RSVP to Connor:
connortheredhead @gmail.com

Thomas Heaney cell: 973-342-2609




Eagle Scout Project #1 at Canal Park at Oak Tree Lane




Eagle Scout Project #1 at Canal Park at Oak Tree Lane




Canal Park at Oak Tree Lane 2016




Canal Park at Oak Tree Lane 2016

* Has looping trails inside canal’s prism

* Encourages rock sculptures by public

* Wildlife nesting boxes installed by Scouts
e Pollinator-friendly planter boxes

* Includesinterpretive signage

e Serves as geocaching site
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Pollinator-friendly planters at Canal Park at Oak Tree Lane 2016




Dedication of Canal Park at Oak Tree Lane 2016




Dedication of Canal Park at Oak Tree Lane 2016




Signage Sample from Canal Park at Oak Tree Lane 2016
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Canal Society of New Jersey, seeks to preserve the historic re-

mains of the canal. The Greenway will combine recreation and education by offer-
ing trails and bikeways while telling the story of this historic canal.
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Morris Canal Greenway Way Finder Signage, Implementation 2017




Morris Canal Greenway Way Finder Signage, Implementation 2017
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Grants

Awarded:

NJDEP Recreational Trails Grant Program
NRPA- Walt Disney Company — Play Spaces Grant

Pending:

NJ DOT, US DOT Federal Highway Administration—Transportation
Alternatives Program 2016 (TAP)
2016 NJDEP - Recreation Trails Program Grants

Other Support:

Township of Bloomfield (funding, labor, services)

Home Depot (In-Kind, lumber)

Boy Scouts, Troop 22 Bloomfield (labor, volunteer support)
Local businesses supplied volunteers/scouts donations of
food/materials
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Partnership Consideration:

Council Members

Town Administrator

Town Engineer

Planning Board (Master Plan Inclusion)
Recreation/Parks Department

Cub Scouts & Boy Scouts

Local Morris Canal Greenway Committee
Open Space & Green Committees

Park Friends/Conservancy Groups

Local business

Business Improvement Organization
Local schools elementary - college
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