
Tools and Resources

Creating Better Projects for Pedestrians

TNJ Pedestrian Safety Workshop        July 13, 2018                                  



Today’s Presentation

• Overview of NJ Tools and Resources

• Best Practices for Better Projects

• Applications

• Success Stories



Overview of New Jersey 

Tools & Resources



NJDOT has developed an integrated suite of 
plans and guides to assist policy makers, 
government officials, citizens, and advocates

NJDOT Complete Suite



NJDOT Complete Suite

• Pedestrian Safety Action Plan (2014)

• Bicycle Safety Action Plan (2016)

• New Jersey School Design Guide (2014)

• Guide to Complete Streets Policy Development (2014)

• Guide to Complete Streets Implementation (2015) 

• NJ Complete Streets Design Guide (2017)

• NJ Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan (2016)



Best Practices 

Making things happen starts 
with providing the necessary 
resources and tools
• Data/information
• Design guidance
• Training/education
• Funding



Best Practices



NEW JERSEY COMPLETE STREETS

REGIONAL WORKSHOPS

Best Practices







Best Practices

Beyond 
the 
Basics



| Sidewalk Zones

Frontage Zone: Pedestrian Zone: Planted Buffer Zone:

 Buffer between 

peds and doors

 Keeps the 

pedestrian zone 

safe and clear of 

obstructions

 Free of physical 

obstructions

 Quality of 

sidewalk surface 

in ped zone is 

very important

 Space for objects 

that obstruct ped

movement

 Buffer for peds

from the adjacent 

roadway
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New Jersey Bicycle  & Pedestrian 
Master Plan



Goals 

1. Improve Safety

2. Enhance Access, Mobility, 

Connectivity

3. Achieve Healthy, Equitable, 

Sustainable Communities

4. Foster a Culture Shift

5. Facilitate Coordination & 

Integration



Top Issues 
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Trends
Safety

• Pedestrian crashes (each year)

• 138 people killed 

• 264 severely injured

• 5,950 struck by motor vehicles each year (NJ Pedestrian 

Safety Action Plan, 2006-2011)

• Pedestrian fatalities account for almost 25% of all 
traffic fatalities in NJ - 4th highest in the US



• Bike share
• E-bikes
• Smartbikes
• Bike Parking
• Placemaking
• Sharing economy
• Driverless Cars 
• Connected corridors 
• Trikeshare in retirement 

communities
• Re-making the Office Park
• ADA (accessible design)
• Adult strollers
• Utility bikes (as an indicator 

species)
• Green Infrastructure
• Smart Infrastructure
• Complete Corridors (transit, 

light rail)

• Head-out angle parking
• Zoning regulations (re: bike 

parking)
• Parking regulations
• Public art bike racks
• SRTS – how many children 

have been trained?  They 
are future bike riders

• Flexible design (e.g. bollards 
that collapse for bus access)

Emerging Trends

Emerging 
Pedestrian 
Safety 
Issues….
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Appendix

• Acronyms
• References
• Related Policies, Plans & Programs
• B/P Funding Sources



Applications

• Municipal-level
• County-wide
• Advocate/Citizen Perspective



Municipal Perspective

Stefan Armington AICP, Town of Morristown

Town of Morristown
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Mobility & Streets Plan:
Street Typologies
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Town of Morristown: 
Mobility & Streets Plan
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Best Practices: Pedestrian Improvements

 “Stop for Pedestrians in Crosswalk” signs installed 2014

 2016 Crosswalk Surveys – consistency in highest visibility 
crosswalk designs and placement of ADA curb ramps –
implemented 2017

 Pedestrian Signal Surveys – replaced bulbs, adjusted green time –
implemented on Town and County streets in 2017

 Beyond basic  pedestrian signals (brail & voice activated; Seeing 
Eye training area)
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NJ Pedestrian Safety Action Plan
Street Smart Program (NJTPA)

Targeted pedestrian and driver safety education and enforcement 
sponsored by Transportation Management Organizations 
(TransOptions) in 2016 and 2017



County Perspective

Michael Lysicatos, AICP, PP, Passaic County

Passaic County Complete Streets Program

• County Complete Streets Policy adopted 

February 11, 2014

• Includes checklists for development, 

preliminary engineering, repaving, and 

development review

• References the Passaic County Complete 

Streets Guidelines (CSG) and corridor 

classification system

• Being used for the sixth year of the 

resurfacing program

• Tracks outcomes in regards to types of 

facilities and impacts



Complete Streets  Guidelines

Passaic County Complete Streets Program



Education – Street Smart Campaign
• Completed in Cities of Paterson 

and Passaic

• Builds on  Court House Plaza and 

Main Avenue Safety Projects 

respectively 

• Adds an education and 

enforcement component to the 

engineering that has been 

completed

• Completed through NJTPA and 

TMA Support (EZ-Ride)

Passaic County Complete Streets Program



Advocate/Citizen Perspective

• Change the conversation

• Validate the rhetoric with “real” information

• Address the liability question

• Help to educate municipal officials

Cyndi Steiner, New Jersey Bike & Walk Coalition



Success Stories

• Get creative, act fast, involve everyone

• Move the “line” - small changes matter

• Pursue major design projects

• Adopt the rules

• Use the tools – safety data/design info



Success Stories

• Get creative, act fast, involve everyone

Tactical 
Urbanism

Lighter, Quicker, 
Cheaper

Pop-ups/Demos
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Success Stories

• Move the “line” - small changes matter



Success Stories

• Pursue major design projects



Solution





Success Stories

• Adopt the rules

• Use the tools – safety data/design info



Thank You!

Contact Information:

Bettina Zimny, PP/AICP
NV5, Inc. (formerly The RBA Group)

Bettina.Zimny@nv5.com


